The first 100 Chinese characters

The most frequent characters in Chinese film and TV dialogue, in order. Together they make up 58% of the characters in a 33-million-

word subtitle corpus.

\ 1
?‘Z wo
I, me
AT wdmen - we; us

A bo 6

not; no
A4F bu h&o - not good

11

A me

word ending, as in shénme
(what) and zénme (how)

f+4 shénme - what

14i

to come
[8]3% huilai - to come back

T jic )

then; right away; just
FAR jiushi - exactly; that is

I]_q . 26

turns a sentence into a yes-
or-no question

4713 hdo ma - OK?

% ql‘j 31

togo
HZ chaqu - to go out

ﬂ- & 36

can; may
AILL kéyT - can; may

N :
I hai

still; also

R haishi - or (in questions);
still

$ shi b

matter; thing
=15 shiging - matter; affair
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E"J de 2

of; 's (links a describing word
to a noun)

B9 wo de - my; mine

ﬂ\] men 7

plural ending for people
#b{i] tamen - they; them

T:E zai b

to be at; in; at

1E7E zhéngzai - in the middle of
(doing)

17
rén

person; people

HE A Zhongguérén - Chinese
person

1-|_ shén -

first half of {+4, what
At 4 weishénme - why

A3 27
jg wei
for; because of

&7 yinwei - because

ot . .

she; her
fth{i] tamen - they (women)

%u zht ’

to know
#MiR zhishi - knowledge

RT_I- dui h

right; correct; to, toward
AL duibugf - sorry

47
i zi
child; also a noun ending,

said zi
#%F haizi - child

'ﬂ]—\' nt 3

you
{IR4F ni hdo - hello

\j 8
I zhe

this

X zheli - here

E you -

to have; there is

7% méiydu - not have; there is
no

ﬁlz na :

that
FBE nali - there

N T 23
/13X méi
not (have); did not
&% méishi - it's nothing; no
problem

28

7808 Xiang
to think; to want to; to miss
187% xiangfa - idea

\E 33
1E dao

road; way; to say

H138 zhidao - to know

VA= 38
F de

links a verb to how it is done

15#184R4F shuod de hén hdo -

speaks very well

43
2y

inside; in
HBER nali - where

E shéng b

to be born; life
4 H shéngri - birthday

= 4
AE shi
to be (links two nouns)
ZH9 shide - yes; that's right
9
N yi
one
H—diyi-first
14
|~ ge

the general measure word
BB nage - that one

g yo 19

to want; to need; will
AZ buyao - don't

EIJ 24
x! dao
to arrive; to reach; to
&%l kandao - to see
29

o

BE néng
can; to be able to
ATRE k&néng - maybe; possible

PA 34
1R hen

very

R%F hén hdo - very good

\j. 39
N\ N

1L guo

to pass; after a verb: have
done before

id3k guolai - to come over

D 44
/L yi
with; by (mostly inside

words)
LAfS yihou - after; later

ET_I- shi N

time

B shihou - time; moment

Tle

marks that something is

done or has changed
FET zhidao le - got it

ftt

he; him
A9 ta de - his

y hao

good; well
¥F1Z haochi - tasty

AN R
Z= hui
can (know how to); will
A2 bu hui - can't; won't

-I'H shud

to say; to speak
1%3& shudhua - to talk

J: shang

up; on; to go up

5 _F méshang - right away

E kan

to look; to watch; to read
%¥%& haokan - good-looking

I]E ba

softens a sentence; let's ...

suggestion)
¥F18 hao ba - OK then

%B dou

all; both

$¥ yang

kind; way; appearance

20

40

(a

45

50

B4 zénmeyang - how is it?



The first 100 Chinese characters

Characters 51 to 100.

_m yé 51

also; too
HiF y&xU - maybe

ﬁl& zuo :

to do; to make
4R zuofan - to cook

61
J1W\ dian
dot; o'clock; a little
JL#= ji didn - what time

-IJ: rang -

to let; to make (someone do)

D 71
7N\ zhi

only; just

HE zhiyao - as long as

)Lér "

child; also an ending said as -
p

JLF érzi- son

i% hua :

words; speech

E3E dianhua - phone; phone
call

% gud :

fruit; result
7k shuigud - fruit

= 91
AE ding

to fix; to decide; settled

RE juéding - to decide

42 &

ZT jing
to pass through
B4 yijing - already

A he -

and; with

j( a4 57

big
AR dajia - everyone

E g 62

to rise; to get up

2EK gichuéng - to get up (out
of bed)

QA 67
A gei

to give; for; to

%445 songgéi - to give (as a
present)

72
— Xxié
some; a few
XL zheéxié - these
77

5577 duo
many; much

%1> dudshao - how many; how
much

82
/J \ xiao
small; little
/\BS xi&oshi - hour

A 87
fa
to send; to give out

& faxian - to discover; to
notice

[]Fr ting -

to listen; to hear
i tingshuo - to hear (that)

A\ V4 97
é dang

to act as; when

4% dangran - of course

53
—F Xia
down; below; next
T4 xiawt - afternoon

My .

adds feeling at the end of a
sentence

63
9& tian
day; sky
%X jintian - today

1@ dan N

but
{82 danshi - but

tll:l rd h

if; like
YN8 ragud - if

=z 78
/@\ yi
meaning; idea

E & yisi - meaning

=| )
zZi

self; from
B2 zji - oneself

I—I 88
D& jian

to see; to meet

A zaijian - goodbye

s, 93
Dl jue
to feel

5115 juéde - to feel; to think

15 ms .

mom

{548 mama - mom

54
= zhén
really; true
HM zhen de - really

/-g 59
ION ZEn

how (in question words)
&4 z&nme - how

HE s ’

puts the object before the
verb; measure word for
things with a handle

A 69
157 xe

to thank

4t xiexie - thank you

== 74
X jia
home; family
EZ gudjia - country
79

[m] |J

73Y bié

don't; other

BIA biéren - other people

IE' hui b

to return; to go back
[EIZ huijia - to go home

AN 89
ILY xin
heart; mind
/Jniy xidoxin - careful; watch out

94
i( tai

too; extremely
K77 tai hdo le - great!

}Eﬁ yong :

to use
B yduyong - useful

EI_I 55
A xian

present; current; to appear
TE xianzai - now

Il:l:lI cha v

to go out; to come out
i3k chalai - to come out

65
F wai
to open; to turn on; to drive
FFilr kaixin - happy

E zhe "

marks an ongoing action or
state

%% jiezhe - next; then

E hou "

after; behind
J&3 houlai - afterwards; later

F ﬁ suo :

place (mostly inside words)
FTLA sudyi - so; therefore

R 85
7V ran

so; like that (mostly inside
words)

SRS rdnhou - then; after that

90
/:kE zéu

to walk; to leave
FER& z6ull - to walk

\;
X gai
should
[iZ yinggai - should; ought to

95

j: 100
da

to hit; to play (a sport); to
make (a call)

$TEEIE d& dianhua - to make a
phone call
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